Neonatal meningitis is caused commonly by members of the family Enterobacteriaceae. However, Brody, Moore, and King (1958) recorded two outbreaks in this age group, involving 12 and seven patients respectively, where the causative organism was classified in the genus Flavobacterium. A similar organism was isolated from patients with neonatal meningitis in the Congo (Vandepitte, Beeckmans, and Buttiaux, 1958) . The species name, Flavobacterium meningosepticum, was suggested by King (1959) , who described the morphological, cultural, biochemical, and serological aspects in greater detail.
The present paper reports two further examples of this rare form of meningitis and is the first account of its occurrence in southern Africa. One purpose in recording these cases is to stress that the causative organism may be confused with other species. Urmenyi and Franklin (1961) .
Post-operative bacteriaemia due to Flav. meningosepticum serological type F has been described in eight patients by Olsen, Frederiksen, and Siboni (1965) . In none of these was there evidence of meningeal involvement. In addition, none of these eight strains showed pigmentation at any time.
Pigment production by Flav. meningosepticum may be minimal, and, as mentioned, our own strains have almost lost this characteristic on subculture. Indole formation may also be weak and the usual methods oftesting may give negative results. King (1959) 
